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EASTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
EASTON, MA

EASTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

Thursday, May 6, 2021

Minutes of the Virtual School Committee Meeting, May 6, 2021, Virtual Meeting via Zoom convened at 5:00
p.m. Present by roll call: Michelle Durrance, Nancy De Luca, Jacqueline Weisman, Jennifer Starr, and
Caroline O’Neill.

Also in Attendance:
Dr. Lisha Cabral, Superintendent; Crissy Pruitt, Assistant Superintendent; Lynn Souza, Administrative Assistant
to Dr. Cabral and School Committee Secretary; Joe Boerman, ECAT.

Call Meeting to Order:
Chair Durrance called the meeting to order per State of Emergency brought on by COVID-19 pandemic, public
bodies can meet remotely (Governor Baker’s March 12 Order). Easton’s boards with essential business will
meet during the state of emergency remotely to maximize social distancing. Questions were sent via the Q&A.
The meeting was recorded by ECAT and streamed live on Facebook. To use zoom you will need to download
the Zoom application or use the link on the agenda.

Minutes: Regular 4/29/2021; Executive Session 4/29/2021:
On a motion by Chair Durrance, seconded by Ms. O’Neill, with a roll call vote of 5-0, the Committee approved
the minutes of 4/29/2021.

On a motion by Chair Durrance, seconded by Ms. Weisman, with a roll call vote of 5-0, the Committee
approved the Executive minutes of 4/29/2021 but not to be released.

Personnel Changes: Retirement - Grade 3 Teacher RO:
Dr. Cabral announced the retirement of Robin Presentato, Grade 3 Teacher at Richardson Olmsted School.
Dr. Cabral said that she spoke with Ms. Presentato when she visited Richardson Olmsted School this week
and Ms. Presentato was torn about this change. She added that it is bittersweet and well deserved. She said
Ms. Presentato was not able to attend the meeting this evening, she wished her well in her retirement.
Chair Durrance read Ms. Presentato’s retirement letter.
Ms. De Luca said both her sons had Ms. Presentato as a kindergarten teacher at the North Grammar School
and that Ms. Presentato is a good teacher and will be missed.

On a motion by Chair Durrance, seconded by Ms. De Luca, with a roll call vote of 5-0, the Committee accepted
Ms. Presentato’s retirement letter with regret.

Discussion and Possible Vote to Make Change to Attendance Policy File JH (First Reading):
Dr. Cabral requested that the attendance policy agenda item be tabled to the May 20th School Committee
meeting.

On a motion by Chair Durrance, seconded by Ms. Weisman, with a roll call vote of 5-0, the Committee agreed
to table the attendance policy agenda item to the May 20th School Committee meeting.
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Discussion and Possible Vote on Naming of a Space at OA:
Dr. Cabral said that Leslie Fitzgerald had reached out to Ms. De Luca, when she had been Chair of the School
Committee, and had asked to go before the Committee to present a naming in honor of Wes Paul.

Ms. Fitzgerald presented her proposal for the naming. She noted that $22,000 had already been collected and
that they would like to name the main office in honor of Wes Paul and the Class of 2021 has $1,000 that they
would like to donate towards naming the Northwest entry in honor of Wes Pual as well.
A discussion took place.

On a motion by Ms. O’Neill, seconded by Ms. De Luca, with a roll call vote of 5-0, the Committee approved the
naming of the main office in honor of Wes Paul for approximately $22,000.

On a motion by Ms. De Luca, seconded by Chair Durrance, with a roll call vote of 5-0, the Committee approved
the naming of the Northwest entry by the class of 2021 in honor of Wes Paul for approximately $1,000 or
more.

Dr. Cabral thanked Ms. Fitzgerald and asked for the information should anyone want to contribute.
Ms. Fitzgerald said that the deadline has been extended to June 1st and that they have a Facebook page titled
“Wes Paul Naming Project.” She said contributions can be made via venmo, mailed, or dropped off at the
Bank of Easton.  She said it has been a privilege to work on this project.

District Updates:
Dr. Cabral provided an update centered around COVID. She reminded everyone that at the last School
Committee meeting the district made an adjustment around who needs to quarantine. She noted that she is in
the process of updating the Playbook. Dr. Cabral said the district is taking on what the Department of
Elementary and Secondary Education and the Department of Public Health have suggested regarding close
contacts. She continued that anyone between 3 and 6 feet of a person who is COVID positive will be
considered a close contact and will be reported to the state and their parents; however, it will be optional for
them to quarantine. Anyone who has been 3 feet and under from an infected person quarantine will be
mandatory.
Dr. Cabral said there has been some confusion around the Commissioner of Education’s timeline for high
school students returning to the classroom. The Commissioner set a date of May 19 for high school students
to return to the classroom; however, in Easton, high school students returned to the classroom along with the
middle school students on April 26th.
Dr. Cabral said she wanted to make a suggestion in terms of the travel guidelines. She said she asked the
school nurses for their guidance. Dr. Cabral said the nurses, using science as a guide, that after a potential
exposure on day five is the most accurate in terms of determining a positive case. She noted the decline of
positive cases in Massachusetts and the increased vaccination rates. Dr. Cabral said that every staff member
who was interested in getting the vaccine has received it. She noted that people who have had COVID while
they are not immune, they are at a different level of protection than someone who has not had COVID. She
noted that the state has loosened up on travel advisories. Dr. Cabral stated that after conferring with the
Director of Public Health who, felt that this was a reasonable assessment from the school nurses and
supported it, the district would like to recommend that the travel guidelines going forward would require
students who travel out of the state or out of the country for more than 24 hours be required to take a PCR test
upon return to Massachusetts; however, for any student who has been vaccinated, they would not need to get
the test as long as it has been more than two weeks after their last vaccination dose. She added that anyone
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who has had COVID as long as it has been more than ten days but less than ninety days from testing positive
and does not have symptoms, will not have to get tested upon returning to Massachusetts. Dr. Cabral said that
the district is suggesting that we move forward as per the nurses’ recommendation with that guideline and
should the cases increase it will be revisited. She noted that the School Committee does not have to vote;
however, there should be a discussion about whether or not the Committee supports the recommendation.
Chair Durrance said she supports the recommendation, the number of cases support it and the nurses support
it.
Ms. Weisman said she is in support of it and thanked the nurses for keeping track and advising the Committee.
Ms. Starr said she agreed and hopes the positive trend continues.
Ms. O’Neill said that it is relevant that the nurses pointed out the five day testing and that with the number of
cases she is reasonably comfortable with this change and supported it.
Ms. De Luca said that she also is in favor of the recommendation.

Public Comment:
None.

Superintendent Notes:
Dr. Cabral noted the document in the packet that included the Senior Letter, the senior activities, the flyer for
the Night Under the Stars, Safe Grad Night, and a map of the Oliver Ames High School grounds. She added
that the Senior Class Advisors have been working with the Director of Public Health in planning the activities
around COVID guidelines. Dr. Cabral said that graduation will take place outdoors on campus the same as
last year.

Assistant Superintendent Notes:
Ms. Pruitt thanked the teachers and staff and noted that it is Teacher Appreciation Week. She said that she
has always known how wonderful the educators in Easton have been and wished that she was a resident so
that her children could have attended Easton Public Schools. Ms. Pruitt said the educators have gone above
and beyond especially this year and she commended them for their work and everything that they do.
Dr. Cabral noted that the administration at Central Office arranged to have an ice cream truck visit each school
as a small gesture of their appreciation and gratitude to enjoy a well deserved treat.

School Committee Notes:
Ms. O’Neill echoed what Dr. Cabral and Ms. Pruitt said and added that she has been watching what all the
educators in Easton have done to try to make this year less of a wild ride, which it has been for students as
well as parents. She said it is going to be interesting to see if everyone can fully recover from this. She quoted
the Grateful Dead’s song about “what a long strange trip it’s been” and said that this is what this past year has
felt like. Ms. O’Neill stated that the resilience that the teachers have demonstrated has been phenomenal and
she gave recognition to the parents as they have been through alot as well.
Ms. De Luca thanked all the teachers, paraprofessionals, and everyone. She thanked the Nurses in honor of
National Nurses Day and congratulated Wes Paul for the naming in his honor.
Ms. Weisman echoed what everyone said and thanked the educators and nurses especially for preparing the
parents over the summer and for all their time and efforts to get families through the difficult year.
Ms. Starr echoed the sentiments as well. She acknowledged the support of the PTO, PTA, PAC, and TEMPO
and the fact that they have been fundraising with new ways to support the students and staff during the
pandemic. She thanked the businesses who have contributed as well. Ms. Starr reminded everyone of the
Town Meeting scheduled for Monday, May 17th at 7:00 p.m. to be held at Stonehill College. She noted that
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the Human Rights Committee will host a webinar tonight on physical disabilities at 7:00 p.m. She said the link
can be found on the Lion’s Club Facebook page as well as the YMCA. She wished Happy Mother’s Day to the
educators who are moms and acknowledged them for balancing their own student’s remote learning. She
also wished Happy Mother’s Day to the Committee members who she referenced as the “squad”.
Chair Durrance echoed with all the comments.

On a motion by Chair Durrance, seconded by Ms. Weisman, with a roll call vote of 5-0, the Committee
adjourned at 5:44 p.m.

Chair Durrance added that the next scheduled School Committee meeting will be May 20th.

Minutes Recorded by, Respectfully submitted,
Lynn Souza

Dr. Lisha Cabral
Secretary
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