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EASTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
EASTON, MA

EASTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

Tuesday, August 17, 2021

Minutes of the Virtual School Committee Meeting, August 17, 2021, Virtual Meeting via Zoom convened at
5:02 p.m. Present by roll call: Michelle Durrance, Nancy De Luca, Caroline O’Neill, Jacqueline Weisman, and
Jennifer Starr.

Also in Attendance:
Dr. Lisha Cabral, Superintendent; Crissy Pruitt, Assistant Superintendent; Lynn Souza, Administrative Assistant
to Dr. Cabral and School Committee Secretary; Joe Boerman, ECAT.

Call Meeting to Order:
Chair Durrance called the meeting to order by stating that in keeping with an act relative to extending certain
Covid-19 measures adopted during the state of emergency, signed into law by Governor Baker on June 16,
2021, the meeting will be conducted remotely over Zoom. Attendance by Board members will be remote and
remote attendance shall count toward quorum. The meeting will be broadcast live on FaceBook and recorded
on ECAT.  To use zoom you will need to download the Zoom application or use the link on the agenda.

Update and Discussion on Opening of Schools Including COVID Protocols:
Dr. Cabral said that there are two major goals, the first is the health and safety of all the students and staff and
the second is that she heard loud and clear from parents in the Spring that students are to be back in the
classroom. She said that over the summer they were told by the Commissioner of Education that there would
be no mitigation in the Fall unless there were changes in the trajectory of the virus, which has been the case.
On July 19th the American Academy of Pediatrics recommended a layer approach to make schools safe for all
students, teachers, and staff which includes a recommendation that everyone older than the age of two will
have to wear a mask regardless of vaccination status. On July 27th the Center for Disease Control and
Prevention suggested a return to indoor mask wearing. This is also universal for all teachers, students, staff,
and visitors regardless of vaccination status. On July 30th in collaboration with the Massachusetts Department
of Public Health, the Commissioner of Education released new guidance. They are strongly recommending
the wearing of masks which was strongly supported later in the day by Governor Baker. She added that over
the same time period, she had met with the district leadership team, the unions, Easton’s Director of Public
Health, the administrative team, and the central administrative team. She said she received countless emails,
and universally everyone has recommended universal mask wearing when school returns. This was further
recommended by the Easton Board of Health at their last meeting. Dr. Cabral said in speaking with the local
Superintendent group, almost every Superintendent, with the exception of one who happens to have a very
unique situation in their district, plans to recommend universal mask wearing to their School Committee. Dr.
Cabral said that typically Easton holds its last School Committee meeting of the summer at the end of the
summer but unlike other districts, Easton moved their meeting up to have extra time to communicate the plans
and to be able to answer questions before school begins. She noted that every county in Massachusetts right
now is either high or has a substantial level of transmission for COVID and Bristol County is currently high.
Due to this information and including all data brought to the district’s attention, Dr. Cabral is not asking for any
changes to be made at this time; however, because they are dealing with vaccinated and unvaccinated
individuals, there are some modifications that need to be made to the district’s quarantine protocols. She
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noted that she is working on those documents and will get those out as soon as possible. In addition to
masking, the district had 3 foot social distancing. The Commissioner and the Department of Public Health are
not willing to put a number on social distancing; therefore, Easton will endeavor to keep all distances at 3 feet
as it was done in the Spring. Dr. Cabral said that she will endeavor to have more social distance during mask
breaks and when eating but will exercise the use of the outdoors weather permitting. As in the Spring, masks
will not be required outdoors; however, they will and must be required on the school bus as that is a mandate.
In terms of close contact, the definition has not changed, the reaction and response has changed. Anyone
who is vaccinated and within 3 feet of someone who is COVID positive may participate in alternative strategies
to quarantine if the district is able to put a Test and Stay protocol in place. Dr. Cabral said because the district
has so many parents who are unwilling to have their children pool tested, it makes the results of any such
testing completely obsolete. The district does not have the manpower to administer the tests. The Test and
Stay is slightly different if someone comes into close contact, they can participate in a Binax Now Test which is
a rapid PCR Test and they must have five negative tests in a row, one per day, in order to no longer need to
test and monitor for symptoms for a full 14 days. She said that they were told that this is a completely free
alternative once the district participates in the webinars; however, DESE could not provide an answer to
whether or not staff would be included to administer the test. Therefore, as of today, Dr. Cabral said that
Easton may not be able to participate in the Test and Stay. She said they are checking to see if they will have
a reliable funding source to have staff available and to travel to different school buildings. Other modifications
to the close contact was the 15 cumulative minutes of being in contact with someone that has been COVID
positive has been modified so that the brief encounters do not add up to a close contact and it has to be more
substantial. Dr. Cabral said that people who are exempt from quarantining are anyone who is vaccinated and
asymptomatic. Buses will not have contact tracing as they are required to wear masks and keep windows
open. Anyone who has had COVID within the last 90 days and is not symptomatic will not have to quarantine.
Anyone COVID positive vaccinated or not vaccinated, will be quarantined for 10 days, released on the 11th day
as long as they have been fever free for 24 hours and do not have symptoms. Testing day for close contacts
is 7 days from exposure, asymptomatic and masked 5 days with a negative Binax Test and monitored for 14
days. She added that if symptoms appear at any time, the trajectory of that can change. If chosen not to
participate in Test and Stay, they will have the full 7 day quarantine as opposed to coming in and testing for 5 of
those days. They would be able to return on the 8th day if they test on or after day 5 and the results are
negative. If they decided to not test at all, there is a full 10 day quarantine required and released on day 11.
That will be different if someone is symptomatic. Anyone who is symptomatic will return after symptoms are
gone, after a negative test, or on day 11 if they decide not to test at all. She said that DESE’s guidance is
detailed but a little bit difficult to follow. She added that DESE is putting together a family friendly version to
make it more accessible and she is working on the district Playbook.
Ms. Pruitt added that the reasoning for the Playbook is the scenarios with DESE and that further guidance just
came out on Friday afternoon. She said they attended a webinar today with Rusell Johnson from the
Department of Education where he clarified some of the misunderstandings that people are having and that
additional information just came out 1 hour prior to this School Committee meeting. She added that they are
receiving information within the moment and more information is coming.
Dr. Cabral said that they have enough information at this point and can put forward these protocols for
quarantining. She said the district still has electrostatic sprayers, disinfectants, and PPE. She said the district
won’t have printed markers in the schools because it is not 6 feet and social distance will be as close to 3 feet
as possible.  She said the goal is to keep everyone safe and reassess the situation.
Ms. Pruitt said that as school officials and as educators they know what is best for kids and that the kids need
to be in the school. She said that they don’t want a hybrid model or virtual and that the Commissioner of
Education will not count remote learning towards time on learning.
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Dr. Cabral said that 80-90% of staff would need to be vaccinated to be considered effective for mitigating the
spread of COVID. She added that the district has 95% of staff vaccinated, children under 12 are not yet able to
get the vaccine and 50% of 12-18 year olds are fully vaccinated. She said that MIAA has not come out with
guidance on sports. Singing with wind instruments is encouraged outdoors, same with Physical Education and
eating. Dr. Cabral added that under this current guidance the Commissioner of Education has the authority to
impose, if a large class, classroom, or school is closed due to COVID cases, they will have to make up that
time as they would make up a snow day. Some districts are advising that they use February and April
vacations as make up days. Dr. Cabral mentioned that there are medical and religious exemptions for wearing
a mask and that they had several students encounter social emotional issues last year but none were reported
due to mask wearing. She noted that she has not made that recommendation to the School Committee as of
yet. She added that we have taught our children that wearing a mask is not a personal choice, it is a civic
responsibility and social contract with one another to protect our most vulnerable. Dr. Cabral said she wears a
mask not to protect herself but to protect others around her who are most vulnerable and who are younger and
don’t have a choice about getting the vaccine. She said that we all want personal choice for our bodies and
what we do and in this case the science does not back that theory, the science clearly states that we wear a
mask to protect those around us.
A discussion took place with the School Committee members.
The Committee was in agreement with supporting universal masking.

Public Comment:
Erica Mandel, 50 Main Street - “How to handle medical exemptions? What will that look like for children that
may need one?”
Dr. Cabral responded that the district did not have any last year; however, if someone has developed a medical
condition making it impossible for them to wear a mask then they need to receive a note from their doctor and
turn it into their school nurse.

Phil Donahue, 45 Forest Edge Road - “COVID testing is generally deemed not to be effective until Fededay 5
exposure to COVID. Test to Stay program suggested by the state could potentially expose hundreds of
students with false positive tests which may not show up at least day 5 of exposure. How will our students be
protected under this scenario? PS federal guidelines require universal masks on public transportation, please
confirm that masks will be required on school buses?”
Ms. Pruitt responded that masks will be required on school buses.
Dr. Cabral responded that it was true for the variant last year and what they are learning is that the delta
variant tends to show up sooner than that. She added that this is the guidance they received and that she is
not a medical expert to explain that further.

Maria Picanzi, 5 Wedgewood Drive - “Do you have past data on school transmission, pretty sure you don’t
have an answer to that. Do you plan on tracking school transmission if cases decline? What metrics need to
be met by this School Committee for these kids to not wear masks and be smiling children again?”
Dr. Cabral responded that they do have data that there was no school transmission. When there was a
positive case, they checked their close contacts; however, they only know about the ones at school but when
tracking in school those students did not become positive. They will be tracked again this year and if cases
decline obviously those are the metrics the district will look for. She added that they are not making these
decisions, as none of them are medical professionals, they are taking the guidance from medical professionals.
That is a question for the American Academy of Pediatrics or the CDC. She added that she and Ms. Pruitt
went through many classrooms over the course of last year and even in the heightened 6 foot social distancing
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the children in school were very joyful and happy to be with their friends and were smiling as she could see it in
their eyes and they were laughing out loud. The most important thing is that they were with their peers and
teachers.

Kathleen Genova, Arbor Way - “Please clarify whether fully vaccinated students will be exempt from the
contemplated Test and Stay protocol for close contacts?  Thank you.”
Dr. Cabral responded that as long as they are asymptomatic.

Kristen Pellfree, Evan Circle - “Question, what will determine when masks will come off and will the frequency
duration of masks breaks be increased?”
Dr. Cabral responded that they will go by the district’s and town’s metrics based on the professionals that they
take their guidance from and mask breaks are given as students need them.

Alexander Warnick, 17 Blackbrook - “Given that the state has said that any amount of virtual learning would not
count towards time on learning, what is the plan for those who must quarantine?”
Dr. Cabral responded that just as if a student in the past went out for an extended amount of time, the teachers
will work with them to provide all of their make-up work, make sure they have everything they need to be
caught up with their peers. Unfortunately, even extended absences are not something that we are not used to,
children are out for many reasons, sometimes they have chronic illnesses or very serious illnesses and are out
for quite a bit of time. If necessary, tutors are provided but that is a very extraneous circumstance and is on a
case by case basis.

Maria Picanzi, 5 Wedgewood Drive - “Massachusetts has one of the highest vaccination rates in the country
around 60%, for clarification are you saying that the metric of 80-90% of our children needing to be vaccinated
before these kids can take off their masks? With a metric like that this requirement almost sounds like you are
mandating vaccines, are you?  It is our choice.”
Dr. Cabral responded that she is not mandating vaccines for children or employees. She is simply repeating
what was told to them by our medical experts and that was that the vaccines would only be effective providing
a higher level of safety to people around us if 80-90% were vaccinated. She added that she is just repeating
that, it is not a metric.  Numbers are changing all the time and they are not the medical experts.

Jane Martin, Armor Lane - “Thank you very much for the continued focus on the health and safety of all our
students and staff in the district. The administration and School Committee continues to understand that they
have a responsibility to all the voices in the district and not just the loudest voices in the district. I am so
thankful that you are willing to carry this heavy burden on behalf of our students and staff. How can members
of the community help and support your efforts?”
Dr. Cabral thanked Ms. Martin and said that her positive comments are extremely helpful, in addition if anyone
is in a position where they can apply to be a substitute in our schools is the most priceless thing they can ask
for right now.  Subs will be paid of course, and are at a very strong need for subs.

Kelly Morton, 104 Gaslight Lane - “Are you planning, how will we do remote hybrid if DESE does end up
changing their guidance during the year? If a lot of schools end up having to close for long periods perhaps
they may, just seeing if plan B is being thought out now so it would be seamless if it does end up happening.”
Dr. Cabral responded that the Commissioner has made it clear that that is not going to happen but if he
changes his mind we have done it in the past and we are in a position to do it but we have no intention at this
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time to consider that at all because it doesn’t count and we don’t have everything in place right now for it to
ha”ppen.

Erica Mandell, 50 Main Street - “Would permission slips need to be signed for the Test and Stay program? I
imagine permission would be needed to administer a test on a child? Thank you.”
Dr. Cabral responded that yes, it would need to be permitted but the alternative would be to stay home for
quarantine, which is perfectly fine.

Laura Shea, 26 Miller Road - “Thank you for mandating masks and following the CDC guidance.”

Holly Butler, 927 Washington Street - “Does EPS utilize disinfecting spraying in classroom areas?”
Dr. Cabral responded yes, we have electrostatic sprayers that are specially designed to cover all surfaces it is
food grade and non toxic. We will continue that this year and soapy water has been just as effective in many
applications and will be used as well.

Kerry Ropolo, 5 Crystal Lane - “So many parents begged for in school learning last year and you were so
adamant that you had to keep the hybrid learning to keep kids safe these kids suffered under your decisions
based on fear so how am I supposed to believe that you are an expert on mask wearing and what is best for
our kids? We have spent at camps, sports, vacations, personal play and you are now taking a normal way
from our kids mandating masks. The 3 foot mandate is also hindering our children’s social and emotional well
being. You are all mistaken. Sadly. This has nothing to do with parental complaining, my kids don’t want to
accept the masks because they get headaches and they get too hot. Masks are a petri dish.”
Dr. Cabral responded that she does not claim to be a mask expert; her staff are not mask experts; they consult
medical experts and that is how they base their decisions.

Melissa Pennellatore, 6 Tamarack Lane - “Will you have the same rules regarding travel this year? Will the
kids have to quarantine before allowed back into school?”
Dr. Cabral responded that right now there are no travel guidelines for vaccinated individuals, it is for
unvaccinated individuals and it would be the same as last year.

Kathleen Sheehan, 10 Harrison Avenue - “Throughout last year the Superintendent and School Committee
informed they had been in regular contact with the Easton Board of Health; however, at the August 9th Board
of Health Meeting board members stated that they were never consulted last year. In addition the Playbook
referenced collaboration with Easton Board of Health. Can you please clarify that the Easton Board of Health
was consulted last year, understanding that they are a board and need to act in accordance with open meeting
law if not why?”
Dr. Cabral responded that she serves as an agent of the School Committee based on her meetings with the
School Committee and Kristen Kennedy acts as agent of the Board of Health based on her meetings with the
Board of Health. She said she thinks that the Board of Health is aware now that Kristen Kennedy and she met
multiple times every day throughout the entire school year last year. Together they created the Playbook and
all of the recommendations including those this evening.

Ali and Greg Shea, 40 Union Street - “Thank you for showing the bravery to protect our community’s children
and our loved ones. In the face of the unfortunate politicization and of a measure as simple and effective as
masking, we are proud to be members of this community.”
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Laurie Han, 19 Wenlock Street - “Another important consideration is protection from dual infections. Delta
COVID and RSV. Delta COVID and flu which can be more severe. Masks help decrease spread of flu. The
reason why flu is so low last year as well.”

Kathleen Sheehan, 10 Harrison Avenue - “If the School Committee is willing to mandate masks for children,
then can we assume that you are willing to mandate vaccinations for school staff? If vaccinations are the
strongest tool and their efficacy is supported by real world evidence, then why are we not mandating the use of
the most effective mitigation measure first? Why does our social responsibility end at mandating masks for
children?
Dr. Cabral responded that we don’t have to mandate it for staff, over 95% of staff are fully vaccinated.

Amy Gershman, 53 Center Street - “Thank you School Committee and administrators for your tireless efforts to
keep our kids safe. Also, thank you for following the science and Board of Health recommendations and doing
everything you can to stop the spread of COVID in our schools and in our town. I couldn’t agree more that
wearing a mask is our civic responsibility, I respect and appreciate your decision very much.”

Janet Goldshine, 12 Rosies Way - “What will the travel requirements look like? Meaning if you travel what
would be required to return to school?”
This was already discussed earlier.

Matthew Matera, 93 Poquanticut Ave. - “Thank you very much for your work and for prioritizing student safety.
Universal masking makes me feel much more secure as my son who is too young to be vaccinated returns to
school.”

Kathleen Sheehan, 10 Harrison Avenue - “Number 1 why is EPS not continuing the use of cohorts when this is
recommended by the CDC as a mitigation measure? Are we simply picking the measures that are easiest for
EPS to implement regardless of their impact on students?”
Dr. Cabral responded that the Commissioner has said that space will not be allowable as an excuse for not
having in person learning; therefore, the district does not have a choice. She said we can’t fit everyone in at 6
feet unless we have cohort A, cohort B. It will not be counted as time on learning. If we want school to count
for our students, we don’t have a choice, we have to have everyone in school, that is why DESE will not give a
number for distance.  They recommend over 3 and do not recommend 6 feet anymore.

Kathleen Sheehan, 10 Harrison Avenue - “Number 2 are you really allowing unmasked children to eat,
obviously unmasked less than 6 feet apart. How is this effective mitigation measure and how does this fit with
CDC guidance?”
Dr. Cabral responded that they are hopefully going to be eating outside, when they are eating inside they will
be more distanced. When they are eating outside, they are not required to wear a mask at all. Eating outside
is the preferred choice obviously except in the most inclement weather when they will be eating indoors spaced
apart.

Kathleen Sheehan, 10 Harrison Avenue - “If you cannot quarantine 3 feet and are not willing to change your
quarantine requirements you may not implement the Test and Stay program and you are using cases as a
measure of public health and how is this school year not going to be significantly disruptive?”
Dr. Cabral responded that they believe they can get 3 feet everywhere. They are changing the quarantine
requirements, which she went over earlier and will be coming out in the Playbook. She added that they are
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trying to implement the Test and Stay, hopefully those will not be issues, if they are then other measures will be
taken to not disrupt school.

Kathleen Sheehan, 10 Harrison Avenue - asking Caroline “To provide any evidence that support her claim that
the Delta variant causes more severe disease in children.”
Ms. O’Neill responded that she suggested checking the box for Coronavirus, looking up New York Times,
Washington Post, Boston Globe, CNN, ABC News. Virtually every expert, every infection control expert, every
epidemiologist, etc. has said that the Delta variant is clearly more transmissible. What we don’t know is if it
actually does in and of itself result in more illness for children. But because so many more children are
contracting it than the prior variant, and are becoming ill, there is no question that there are many states now
that have effectively lost their ICU Pediatric capacity. Most of her information is from the major media outlets
that she trusts, The Times, The Globe, Washington Post, CNN, ABC News, etc. She added that you can look
at any media outlet and find countless reinforcement of the notion that the Delta variant is far more dangerous.

Dennis Gibson, 185 Lincoln Street - “A total of 400 kids died from COVID last year while three times died from
the flu. You’re not following the science, why are you punishing those who already had COVID or are
vaccinated by saying it is a social contract? It isn’t a social contract, wearing a mask is a personal choice, how
much input did the Teachers’ union have in these decisions?”
Dr. Cabral responded it is not a punishment. The Teachers’ union was one of the eight groups that provided
their opinions.

Dennis Gibson, 185 Lincoln Street - “ In bold letters on the DESE website, DESE and DPH recommend
schools allow vaccinated students remain unmasked.  Why aren’t you following this?”
Dr. Cabral responded that they do not recommend they stay unmasked, they strongly recommend that people
mask. She added that she has spoken with the Commissioner on several occasions and he has made it clear
that the reason they have not come out with one rule for everyone is that it is highly dependent on your local
circumstances. It is not the same here as it is with other districts, we have to go with what our local guidance
is telling us.

Met Jean, 9 Lincoln Street - “I understand that there is a great need for substitute teachers; however, is there
a protocol in place if a teacher tests positive and there are not substitute teachers available? Will students be
redistributed  to classes?”
Dr. Cabral responded that likely they will not be redistributed, we don’t have room to do that. We have to do
what we always do, sometimes a principal will substitute, or a paraprofessional will substitute. It is something
that we have to deal with every year and it is extremely difficult and it is an imposition on other adults in the
building. It isn’t best practice, but it is something that we have to do to keep school open.

Sarah Ibarnaz, 4 Nutmeg Lane - “I want to say that I support Superintendent Cabral’s proposal and thank the
School Committee for their work. Our kids under the age of 12 do not have the protection for themselves or to
protect those around them in the classroom. I want to ditch masks as quickly as the next person but I think we
need to keep the long game in mind. I’m concerned in a surge in the fall with the many unknowns of the Delta
variant and we could end up right back at home like we did for over a year. One thing I think we can agree on,
is we don’t want is to do 2020 again. A mask is a small inconvenience and price to pay to keep these kids
learning in person.”
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Michael Kelly, Bay Road - “I also feel as though residents who disagree with or have concerns about the
schools decisions are not heard as well as they should be given that the School Committee meetings are held
virtually. How do we know that all public comment is actually being heard? I feel that the School Committee
should hold open in person meetings from here on out like many other towns and cities in the Commonwealth
are currently doing.”

Erica Mandell, 50 Main Street - “I may have missed this, will kids be allowed to drink water throughout the day
in the class as needed?  Thank you.”
Dr. Cabral responded, yes that has always been the case.

Allison Pantodosi, 57 Priscilla Road - “Can you go over the unvaccinated travel guidance from last year it
keeps changing and forget what needed last year?”
Dr. Cabral responded that they are currently working on the Playbook and will send it all out in writing. It could
change so they want to make that as up to date to the minute as they possibly can.

Kerry Ropolo, 5 Crystal Lane - “As I watch social media and see all of my friends that live in Easton attending
sports camps, water parks, amusement parks, outings, play dates, swim dates, summer school without masks,
why are you so confident that masks are the answer when I have not seen any COVID outbreaks including the
Delta variant affect these people?”
Dr. Cabral responded that those are outdoor activities and students will not have to wear a mask for outdoor
activities.

Nicole Coldgrove, 23 Rockland Street - “Thank you for working so incredibly hard to keep our children and staff
safe. This is such a devastating situation but I feel grateful that you are all working together to keep our
children’s health and wellbeing as your number one priority. Our pediatrician’s recommendations are in
complete alignment with yours.”

Alicia Isleib, 23 Flyaway Pond Drive - “When do you think we will be able to have the School meetings in
person again?”
Chair Durrance responded that all Town Committees are still working in the remote model and based on the
extension that was signed this past summer by the Governor, as of now, we are all following that and she did
not have updated dates.

Cherly Sclar, 732 Washington Street - “I just want to say that I feel confident under your leadership. Our
children are safe. You have done an extraordinary job in a terrible situation for which there was no rulebook.
Thank you for everything and for continuing to put both attendance in school and social emotional concerns in
the forefront of your radar.”

Michael Kelly, Bay Road - “You did not answer my question. How do we know that all public comment is
actually being heard?”
Dr. Cabral responded that anything that is not obscene, anything that does not repeat the same question, and
everything that was said at the beginning of the meeting were set as the parameters for this meeting. Anything
else is read.  She said she has no doubt that Crissy Pruitt is reading every single comment.
Ms. Pruitt stated that profanity or if it does not have an address, will not be read.
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Dennis Gibson, 185 Lincoln Street - “Lisha is 100% wrong about DESE not recommending vaccinated kids go
maskless.  In bold on the top of page 3 there is a link.”

Kerry Ropolo, 5 Crystal Lane - “Summer school was not outdoors.”
Dr. Cabral responded that summer school was very different. We had far less students, a lot was outdoors, it
was a completely different scenario and was not under the current guidelines or current cases that we have.
Ms. Pruitt added that the Delta variant was not as prevalent at that time. Case count throughout the state was
much lower.

Sandy Santoro, 38 Wilbur Street - “I joined the meeting late so sorry if I missed it, but are there any plans to
add a play structure back at Parkview so the children have something to play on at recess? Thanks.”
Dr. Cabral responded that she does not know about the play structure at Parkview, but she is sure that Mr.
Cederbaum will look into it.

Michael Kelly, Bay Road - “What will happen if a student refuses to wear a mask? What are options as a parent
if we do not want to send our child to school with a mask?”
Dr. Cabral stated if there is a legitimate medical exemption, a doctor’s note to the school nurse is needed.

Kathleen Genova, 31 Arbor Way - “What facts differentiate Easton to warrant requiring masks for fully
vaccinated students when DESE and DPH recommend that fully vaccinated students be allowed to be
unmasked?  That apparently is for grades 7 and up. ”
Dr. Cabral responded that she spoke with the Commissioner multiple times after this guidance came out so
she can only say what he stated in their conversation. He said that the guidance is specific to not be one set
of guidelines as CDC is doing because of the very varied of different situations across the Commonwealth. We
had to base our decisions on our very local data.  He is not recommending Easton specifically wear masks.

Jessica Dubin, 65 Wedgewood Drive - “Thank you Dr. Cabral, Mrs. Pruitt and all the School Committee for all
of your efforts to keep our children safe. I am grateful for all of you and think our town is incredibly lucky to
have you working so hard on behalf of our children.”

Patricia Stokes, 5 Meetinghouse Lane - “I support the thoughtful consideration of the Superintendent and the
School Committee have taken throughout all of this. I fully support universal masking. I think it is a minimum
inconvenience. Additionally I find it very convenient to tune into these meetings online and hope that once they
are in person we will have a live stream option as well. I think it allows for much more public participation than
only being in person. Thank you for keeping our children safe.”

Greg Shea, 40 Union Street - “DESE’s recommendation that vaccinated students need not mask is in direct
contradiction to direct recommendations to the experts as CDC, AAP, and MASC. It is an example of political
cowardness for state officials to push off tough decisions onto the brave and principled local officials before us
today.  Thank you for making the right decision.”

Michael Kelly, Bay Road - “What are our options as a parent if we do not want to send our children to school
with a mask?”
Dr. Cabral responded, it is a medical exemption and a doctor’s note would be needed. Other than that, you do
not have to send them to public school, you could send them to private school, homeschool them, and there
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are 2 virtual schools that are also an option. The option to be in Easton Public Schools is to get a medical
exemption.

Dennis Gibson, 185 Lincoln Street - “Where do you get the statistic that only 50% of the kids in Easton are
vaccinated?”
Dr. Cabral responded from the Director of Public Health and from state statistics.
Ms. Pruitt added that the public has access to that information via googling vaccination rates and
municipalities. It is updated weekly and breaks it down by age groups.

Laurie Han, 19 Wenlock Street - “I appreciate how much work is involved in keeping up to date on the science
and working within the limits of school space to keep our kids in school. Thank you very much. By the way,
the CDC is now recommending all school staff and students mask up regardless of vaccine status. If an
outbreak puts in-person learning at risk and the state is not allowing remote learning to count, why wouldn’t we
embrace masks.”

Kathleen Genova, 31 Arbor Way - “Thank you for the response but perhaps you misunderstood. My question
is that you share what it is about the local Easton situation that has allowed you to conclude all vaccinated
students should be required to mask?”
Dr. Cabral responded that it is our management in our schools. We have no way of checking which students
are masked or unmasked. No way of being able to ensure anonymity of a student's vaccine status, we don’t
have staff available for that. Other districts may have staff, and have room for 6 foot distancing. Easton does
not have the space or the people.
Ms. Weisman added that it was a recommendation of our Board of Health.
Ms. O’Neill added that she wouldn’t know how teachers would be expected to remember which students are
vaccinated and which students have to or do not need to wear a mask. Also, there is the privacy issue. The
impracticality of it should be obvious.

Oltiana Muharremi, 230 Poquanticut Ave. - “I didn’t hear this very well, are the teachers allowed to stay without
masks if they are vaccinated?   How will this affect kids' behavior in accepting to not wear a mask?”
Dr. Cabral responded universal masking will include staff as well.

Rebecca Luoma, 164 Rockland Street - “Thank you Dr. Cabral, Mrs. Pruitt, and all the School Committee
members for the incredible amount of work you have put into keeping our kids safe and most importantly in
school. No one likes masks but we need to utilize the mitigation options we have. In the elementary schools
are desks still going to be 3 feet apart and facing the same direction?”
Dr. Cabral responded whenever possible including during lunch the district will endeavor to have everyone 3
feet apart and facing the same direction. According to the guidance they are receiving it is not necessary that
the students are facing the same direction, it is what the district is going to try to do.
Ms. Pruitt added that they will use tables as they did in the spring as well.

Sarah Parker, 110 Short Street - “Thank you Dr. Cabral, Mrs. Pruit and the School Committee. I appreciate all
of your hard work in keeping our children and our staff safe. As an educator in a neighboring town I can
confirm what Easton is proposing is in line with what other towns are doing. I am in full support of universal
masking.”
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Maria Picanzi, 5 Wedgewood Drive - “Just to repeat, you said that there were zero, not one kid transmitted to
another kid in EPS while in school.  Just repeating very important data.”
Dr. Cabral responded that what they have seen and said earlier, they saw family spread in households. Other
than the family spread in households, she is not aware of any transmission based on the records that the
nurses kept of every student in our district that was positive and who their close contacts were. If somebody
did not report a close contact to us, the district would have no knowledge of that. Based on all of the
information the district had, information that was provided to them, and all of the data that they collected she is
not aware of any spread in school.

Monika Hallama, 15 Foundry Street - “Do you have a long term plan on masking? What percentage of deaths
or hospitalizations will satisfy the School Committee to remove the mask policy? You talk about local
conditions but then bring Florida as example.”
Dr. Cabral responded that the district does not have a percent, they are going by local guidance. She added
she did use local conditions, she said Bristol County is high transmission right now.

Shannon Correa, Bay Road - “Are the children still going to have to eat lunch on the floor at Parkview when
they are inside?”
Dr. Cabral responded that she doesn’t know but she has been at those lunches, and the kids love it. They
raise their hands to tell me they are having a picnic on the beach. The floor is just as clean as the tables
were.

Amanda St John, 25 Kilsyth Road - “Thank you Dr. Cabral, Mrs. Pruitt, and the School Committee for all the
time and effort you have put into keeping our kids safe. Will proof of vaccination be required to be submitted to
the school as part of health record? ”
Dr. Cabral responded only if it is to exclude a student from something. She used the example of if someone is
to be excluded from a quarantine.

Tara Delamer, 8 Winnecunnet Way - “Will students be forced to leave the classroom to simply take a drink of
water like they were forced to do last year, kids miss out on important learning time when asked to do this.”
Dr. Cabral responded no, not necessarily. She said she had seen students with straws who just slipped them
under their masks to drink. It depends on the situation, it depends on how much distance is between desks.
The idea is to have as much distance as possible between students. If it is not the safest, it will default to the
safest option possible which may include stepping out into the hall.

Shannon Correa, Bay Road - “Thank you all for your hard work and dedication to keeping our children safe.”

Tristan Warneke, 17 Blackbrook Road - “Why would proof of vaccination shorten quarantine if it has been
proven that the Delta variant is catchable and is transmittable even if you’re vaccinated? Wouldn’t a negative
test be needed?”
Dr. Cabral responded not according to the guidance that the district has received.

Tara Delamer, 8 Winnecunnet Way - “Are quarantine absences counted as an absence?”
Dr. Cabral responded yes, an excused absence.

Lisa Belsky, 215 Elm Street - “I just want to thank you all for doing your jobs so thoughtfully and competently.
As a public school teacher, I have seen this work well, I fully support universal masking.”
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Kathleen Sheehan, 10 Harrison Avenue - “You have answered the same questions over and over again, from
the same people, do I need to go back and tally the number of questions that you have answered and from
whom?”

Kerry Ropolo, 5 Crystal Lane - “How convenient not to read the questions from those of us asking multiple
questions.  Again if this was in person you wouldn’t have the choice to ignore us.”
Dr. Cabral responded that is not true, the guidance at the beginning of the meeting stated asking the same
questions over and over again, or the people who did not put their address, those questions would not be read
and that is what has been happening and that would happen in person as well.

Chair Durrance asked to table Superintendent Notes, Assistant Superintendent Notes, and School Committee
Notes for tonight since they will be having another meeting next week.

On a motion by Ms. Weisman, seconded by Ms. Starr, with a roll call vote of 5-0, the Committee agreed to
table Superintendent Notes, Assistant Superintendent Notes, and School Committee Notes for tonight’s
meeting.

Chair Durrance asked to set a date for the next meeting.   The Committee agreed to meet on August 23rd.

Executive Session RE: Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, §21 (a) 3 - To Discuss Strategy with Respect to
Collective Bargaining for the Easton Educators Association (Units A, B and Paraprofessionals):
Chair Durrance made a motion to enter into the Executive Session not to return to open session for the
purpose to discuss strategy with respect to collective bargaining for the Easton Educators Association Units A,
B, and Paraprofessional, and in her opinion, having this discussion in public would be detrimental to the
bargaining position of the School Committee. Ms. Weisman seconded the motion, with a roll call vote of 5-0,
the Committee entered into the Executive Session at 6:50 pm

Minutes Recorded by, Respectfully submitted,
Lynn Souza

Dr. Lisha Cabral
Secretary
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