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EASTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS
EASTON, MA

EASTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE
MEETING MINUTES

Monday, August 23, 2021

Minutes of the Virtual School Committee Meeting, August 23, 2021, Virtual Meeting via Zoom convened at
5:00 p.m. Present by roll call: Michelle Durrance, Nancy De Luca, Caroline O’Neill, Jacqueline Weisman, and
Jennifer Starr.

Also in Attendance:
Dr. Lisha Cabral, Superintendent; Crissy Pruitt, Assistant Superintendent; Lynn Souza, Administrative Assistant
to Dr. Cabral and School Committee Secretary; Joe Boerman, ECAT.

Call Meeting to Order:
Chair Durrance called the meeting to order by stating that in keeping with an act relative to extending certain
Covid-19 measures adopted during the state of emergency, signed into law by Governor Baker on June 16,
2021, the meeting will be conducted remotely over Zoom. Attendance by Board members will be remote and
remote attendance shall count toward quorum. The meeting will be broadcast live on FaceBook and recorded
on ECAT.  To use zoom you will need to download the Zoom application or use the link on the agenda.

District Updates:
Dr. Cabral suggested tabling items three through seven as they await guidance from the Commission of
Education as well as a meeting with the Union representatives. She said that Commissioner Riley will be
asking the Board of Education to vote to give him the authority to determine universal masking in all public
schools for students and staff regardless of their vaccination status. The mandate is expected to be put in
place until October 1st where the mask mandate can be removed once 80% of staff and 80% of students are
vaccinated. Dr. Cabral said that because that meeting is taking place tomorrow she is hopeful that by
Thursday’s School Committee meeting she will have some guidance from the Commissioner to present to the
School Committee.

Discussion on COVID Protocols and Possible Vote on Mask Guidelines and Travel Policy:
On a motion by Ms. O’Neill, seconded by Ms. Starr, with a roll call vote of 5-0, the Committee agreed to table
items three through seven.  Items will be moved to the August 26th meeting.

Executive Session:  RE: Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A. §21 (a) 3- To Discuss Strategy with Respect to
Collective Bargaining for the Easton Educators Association (Units A, B, and Paraprofessionals):
Chair Durrance made a motion to enter into the Executive Session not to return to open session for the
purpose of discussion of strategy with respect to collective bargaining for the Easton Educators Association
Units A, B, and Paraprofessionals and stated that, in her opinion, having this discussion in public would be
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detrimental to the bargaining position of the School Committee. Ms. De Luca seconded the motion, with a roll
call vote of 5-0, the Committee entered into the Executive Session at 5:09 pm.

Minutes Recorded by, Respectfully submitted,
Lynn Souza

Dr. Lisha Cabral
Secretary
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