
 
 
 
 

EASTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
EASTON, MA 

 
EASTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Thursday, May 30, 2019 
 

Minutes of the School Committee Meeting, May 30, 2019, 100 Lothrop Street,            
Simmons Lecture Hall, convened at 6:00 p.m. Present: Nancy De Luca, Jacqueline            
Weisman, Caroline O’Neill, Michelle Durrance, and Jennifer Starr. 
 
Also in Attendance: 
Dr. Lisha Cabral, Superintendent; Crissy Pruitt, Assistant Superintendent; Marilyn         
Gordon, Director of Business; David Twombly, Director of School Operations 
 
Minutes: 5/3/2019; Executive Session 4/25/2019, 5/3/2019: 
On a motion by Ms. Durrance, seconded by Ms. O’Neill, with a 5-0 vote, the minutes of                 
5/3/2019 were approved. 
 
On a motion by Chair De Luca, seconded by Ms. Weisman, with a 5-0 vote, the                
Executive Session minutes of 4/25/2019 were approved but not to be released. 
 
On a motion by Chair De Luca, seconded by Ms. O’Neill, with a 5-0 vote, the Executive                 
Session minutes of 5/3/2019 were approved but not to be released. 
 
Schedule of Payments:  
Circulated for signatures. 
 
MSBA (Massachusetts School Building Authority) “My Ideal School” Contestant: 
Dr. Cabral said that the MSBA (Massachusetts School Building Authority) held a contest             
for all students in grade one in the state of Massachusetts. The students were asked to                
draw their idea of “My Ideal School.” There were 2,500 entries submitted in             
Massachusetts; eleven entries were selected. One of the eleven was a student from             
Parkview School. Dr. Cabral introduced Lana Lee Killion, a first grader from Barbara             
Wallace’s classroom. Dr. Cabral said that Lana could potentially be the grand prize             
winner and have her drawing be on the cover of the MSBA Newsletter. Lana’s drawing               
was shown and she read her statement of what her ideal school would mean to her. 
 
Approval of Blue Light Blocking Glasses Donation: 
Dr. Cabral introduced Elizabeth Starr, Special Education Teacher at Oliver Ames High            
School.  
Ms. Starr had a presentation of Swanwick Blue Light Blocking Glasses (Swannies). She             
said the Swanwick company was founded in 2015 by Australian brothers James and             
Tristan Swanwick. She said she contacted the company requesting some blue light            
blocking glasses for her students and after a few months she received a response back               
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along with fifty refurbished, sanitized glasses free of charge. Ms. Starr added that the              
glasses sell for $69.00 each. She explained the benefits of blue light blocking glasses              
and how the glasses can eliminate 98-99% of the blue light. Ms. Starr requested              
permission from the Committee to distribute the glasses to students in her classes. 
 
Ms. O’Neill added that Ms. Starr was selected as the Educator of the Year by the Lion’s                 
Club and thanked Ms. Starr for this generous donation. 
 
On a motion by Ms. O’Neill, seconded by Ms. Durrance, with a 5-0 vote, the Committee                
accepted the generous donation of the Blue Light Blocking Glasses. 
 
Chair De Luca asked Ms. Starr to come back and provide a report on how the glasses                 
worked out for the students. 
 
Approval of a Donation from Easton Wings of Hope: 
Dr. Cabral asked the Committee to hold off on this agenda item as the Easton Wings of                 
Hope representative was not in attendance. 
 
Vote to Approve Foreign Travel Proposal - Puerto Rico: 
Maria Palma, World Language Department Chair at Oliver Ames High School explained            
that she is presenting the proposal on behalf of Jemilee Neely, World Language Teacher              
at Oliver Ames High School. Ms. Palma presented a foreign travel trip to Puerto Rico for                
the grade ten Spanish level three and higher to take place April 2020. She said the cost                 
of the trip will be approximately $2,800 for the students. Ms. Palma said the students will                
be learning a different way of life and participating in a service learning project based on                
the needs of the community. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Durrance, seconded by Ms. Weisman, with a 5-0 vote, the               
Committee approved the foreign travel proposal to Puerto Rico. 
 
Vote to Approve Annual Contracts: 
Dr. Cabral said each year we have annual contracts that need the approval of the               
School Committee. She said David Twombly will present each contract to the            
Committee. 
Mr. Twombly said the contracts are for maintenance, supplies, technology, and           
hardware.  The contracts include: 

● Airex Filters 
● All American Poly 
● Apple 
● Banner Systems 
● Barbizon Lighting 
● CDW Government 
● Clean Cut Solutions 
● Core Business Systems 
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● FM Generator 
● Hillyard 
● Industrial Burner 
● Metropolitan Telephone 
● Norfolk Power and Equipment 
● Site One 
● The Ockers Company 
● WB Mason 
● Whalley Computer 
● Dimauro Carpet 
● Gibson Roofing 

A discussion took place. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Weisman, seconded by Ms. Starr, with a 5-0 vote, the Committee                
approved the annual contracts 2019-2020 as presented. 
 
Vote to Approve Replacement of Richardson Olmsted Cafeteria Floor: 
Mr. Twombly presented the contract by Dimauro Carpet and Tile to replace the cafeteria              
floor at the Richardson Olmsted School. Mr. Twombly explained that he went through             
the Massachusetts Higher Education Consortium. The materials used to replace the           
cafeteria floor will be the same materials used for the new schools in Carver and New                
Bedford that he visited along with the School Planning Committee. He said that he              
recommends this type of floor from a maintenance perspective. The floor does not             
require waxing and has very little maintenance. 
Dr. Cabral said that replacing the cafeteria floor at Richardson Olmsted School was             
discussed last year. She added that each year the floor is stripped, waxed, and has a lot                 
of wear and tear. She said capital funds have been secured to cover some of the cost;                 
however, the kitchen area of the cafeteria could not be funded with the capital funds               
because it was not specifically listed; therefore, a small amount of funds will be needed               
from the budget for the kitchen area of the cafeteria.  
 
On a motion by Chair De Luca, seconded by Ms. Weisman, with a 5-0 vote, the                
Committee approved the contract by Dimauro Carpet and Tile to replace the cafeteria             
floor at Richardson Olmsted. 
 
Vote to Approve Wastewater Treatment Facility Operations and Maintenance         
Extension Agreement: 
Mr. Twombly said that this is year three of the contract with Weston and Sampson for the                 
Wastewater Treatment Facility Operations and Maintenance Extension Agreement. He         
added that he will be going out to bid in December. 
 
On a motion by Chair De Luca, seconded by Ms. Weisman, with a 5-0 vote, the                
Committee approved the Wastewater Treatment Facility Operations and Maintenance         
Extension Agreement from Weston and Sampson Services, Inc. 
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Vote to Approve Lease Agreement for 50 Oliver Street: 
Mr. Twombly said that the 50 Oliver Street lease was on the Town Meeting and that he                 
followed Chapter 30B procurement law and that Doug King Builders Inc. won the bid.              
Mr. Twombly said that Mr. King has offered to do some upgrades to the building to add                 
security measures for the staff. He added that the offices have been painted and new               
shades will be installed. 
Dr. Cabral said this has been a concern for the staff in the office as we do not have any                    
type of security as we do in our school buildings.  
 
On a motion by Ms. Durrance, seconded by Ms. Weisman, with a 5-0 vote, the               
Committee approved the three year lease with Douglas A. King Builders for 50 Oliver              
Street. 
 
Discussion of Lucini Transportation: 
Mr. Twombly said that Bill Lucini, Will Lucini, and Michelle Dolittle from Lucini is in               
attendance. 
Mr. Twombly said the district submitted a survey to staff and parents regarding in-district              
Special Education Transportation. Mr. Twombly said that fourteen staff responses and           
nineteen responses from parents were received from the survey. Mr. Twombly added            
that there were some hiccups at the beginning of the transition of Lucini taking over the                
in-district transportation; however, after several meetings with Lucini, staff, principals,          
some changes with Lucini staff, the issues have lessened. He added that a google              
document had been created to list the concerns and that was shared with Lucini.  
A discussion took place. 
 
Vote to Accept School Improvement Plans 

● PK-2 Schools 
● Richardson Olmsted School 

Ann Weintrob, Principal of Center School; Tom Higgins, Principal of Moreau Hall; and             
Sam Cederbaum, Principal of Parkview School presented a combined PK-2 School           
Improvement Plan.  School Council Members for each school include: 
Center School 
Ann Weintrob, Principal; Karen Lund, Teacher; Sara Biondo, Teacher; Rodolfo Sotelo,           
Parent; Jessica Zimmerman, Parent; Janet Brown, Community Representative. 
Moreau Hall 
Thomas Higgins, Principal; Jennifer Carulli, Teacher; Catherine Widdop, Teacher;         
Kristen Finch, Parent; Michael Asack, Community Representative. 
Parkview School 
Sam Cederbaum, Principal; Melissa Cordeira, Teacher; Samantha Izzo, Teacher; Nancy          
Kamieniecki, Teacher; Lisa Resca, Teacher, Stephanie Patton, Parent; Kellie Morton,          
Community Representative. 
 
Ms. Weintrob, Mr. Higgins, and Mr. Cederbaum reviewed last year’s goals: 
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Goal 1 Shared Theme: Choose Kindness 
Goal 2 Homework Guidelines 
Goal 3 UbD Curriculum Unit Writing 
 
Ms. Weintrob, Mr. Higgins, and Mr. Cederbaum presented their 2019-2020 goals: 
Goal 1: Shared Theme: Reading is an Adventure 
Goal 2: Meeting Social Emotional Needs 
Goal 3: Curriculum Writing UbD 
 
A discussion took place following the PK-2 School Improvement Presentation. 
 
On a motion by Ms. O’Neill, seconded by Ms. Weisman, with a 5-0 vote, the Committee                
accepted the PK-2 School Improvement Plan. 
 
Chris Getchell, Principal and Bryan Aries, Assistant Principal from Richardson Olmsted           
School presented their School Improvement Plan. 
The Richardson Olmsted School Council consists of: 
Chris Getchell, Principal; Amy Cormier, Teacher; Heather Lewis, Teacher; Beth          
Devonshire, Parent; Dennis Kenny, Parent; and Kathleen McNamara, Community         
Representative. 
 
Mr. Getchell and Mr. Aries reviewed last year’s goals: 
Goal 1 Targeting Through New Systems of Communication and Collaboration  
Goal 2 Safety and Security 
Goal 3 Consistent Homework Expectations 
 
Mr. Getchell and Mr. Aries presented their 2019-2020 goals: 
Goal 1 Implement New ELA and Math Units and a New Science Program 
Goal 2 Balanced Literacy Instruction 
Goal 3 Social Emotional Learning 
  
A discussion took place following the Richardson Olmsted School Improvement          
Presentation. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Durrance, seconded by Ms. Starr, with a 5-0 vote, the Committee                
accepted the Richardson Olmsted School Improvement Plan. 
 
Ms. Weisman exited the meeting at 9:00 p.m. 
 
Approval of the Purchase of the “Know Atom” Science Program: 
Dr. Cabral stated that “Approval of the Purchase of the “Know Atom” Science Program”              
goes along with the next item on the agenda. 
Ms. Pruitt said that the process of choosing a Science Program took much longer than               
expected after reviewing seven programs. She added that choosing “Know Atom” was            
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unanimous among the Committee. She noted that the professional development portion           
is a separate contract and will come out of the Title II grant.  
Dr. Cabral added that the payment for the program will come out of the FY 20 budget as                  
a one time payment. 
 
On a motion by Ms. O’Neill, seconded by Ms. Durrance, with a 4-0 vote, the Committee                
approved the purchase of the “Know Atom” Science Program. 
 
Vote to Authorize Chair De Luca to Sign the “Know Atom” Contract: 
On a motion by Ms. O’Neill, seconded by Ms. Durrance, with a 4-0 vote, the Committee                
gave their authorization for Chair De Luca to sign the “Know Atom” contract. 
 
Vote to Appoint Dr. Cabral to Serve on the Bi-County Collaborative Board of             
Directors for 2019-2020 School Year: 
Dr. Cabral said every year the School Committee votes for a representative to be on the                
Board of Directors for the Bi-County Collaborative and typically it is the Superintendent.             
She said that Easton is a member of the collaboration which provides reduced tuition              
and a seat at the table to participate in their budget process. She added that it is a                  
positive experience to be part of the collaborative.  
 
On a motion by Chair De Luca, seconded by Ms. O’Neill, with a 4-0 vote, the Committee                 
appointed Dr. Cabral to serve on the Bi-County Collaborative Board of Directors for             
2019-2020. 
 
Discussion of the Superintendent’s Evaluation Process: 
Dr. Cabral said that the “Discussion of the Superintendent’s Evaluation Process” was            
added as an informational item for the next School Committee meeting. She said she              
had included the state’s information pertaining to the Superintendent’s Evaluation          
Process.  
 
FY 19 Quarterly Budget Review: 
Dr. Cabral said that the FY 19 Quarterly Budget Review was tabled at the May 3rd                
meeting; therefore, Marilyn Gordon is present to provide the review. 
Ms. Gordon provided a review of the FY 19 budget including encumbered, expenses,             
and balances of a detailed list of general education and special education. Ms. Gordon              
also reviewed the grants, revolving accounts, and donations. 
A discussion took place.  
Dr. Cabral noted that projecting to end the year with $5,602.32. 
 
Public Comment: 
Kate Callahan spoke of the incident at Easton Middle School where a corroded bullet              
shell was found. 
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Superintendent’s Notes: 
Dr. Cabral provided an update on an Anti-Defamation League Peer Program to bring to              
the district. She said it is a peer run program and it is critical to empower students to                  
have these skills. The program provides students the opportunity to learn about and             
address bias-related issues. She said the program has been researched and it is well              
run and in high demand. Dr. Cabral added that ADL Peer Program is currently working               
with Boston University and ADL would accept Easton in September. The program            
involves professional development for 25-30 students. Two staff members, Cathy          
Queally and Joanne Coffman will serve as advisors, and will go to Vermont this summer,               
paid for by ADL, for training. Dr. Cabral added that ADL will provide professional              
development for the entire school staff and an informational evening for everyone in the              
district. She added that the district has agreed to survey the entire student body in all                
areas of anti-bias education four times over the course of next year. She continued that               
in year two some middle school students will take part in the program.  
Dr. Cabral said she, Crissy Pruitt, Jane Martin, Theresa Skinner, and Dottie Fulginiti will              
be meeting with the MSBA Facilities Assessment Subcommittee on June 5th where the             
facility plan will be presented. She added that they have had prep meetings with the               
project managers and the designers. Dr. Cabral added that the project managers and             
designers will be meeting with some specific groups in the district and hope to have the                
design done by August.  
 
Assistant Superintendent’s Notes: 
Ms. Pruitt reminded everyone that Friday night is the Annual STEAM Family Night,             
6:30-8:00pm at Richardson Olmsted. She said it will include STEAM oriented activities            
for Easton’s PK-2 grade level students. Ms. Pruitt said Betti Almedia, Family, Consumer             
Science Teacher at Oliver Ames High School applied on behalf of OA for the NASA               
Hunch Program. The program known as Softgoods, is a program using fabric and other              
soft materials to create goods used by the International Space Station Astronaut Crew.             
Ms. Pruitt said that a wonderful new program will be coming to Easton Middle School               
that teachers will be participating in on June 17 and 18th. Over seventy teachers have               
signed up to participate in the STEM Program called “i 2 Learning.” Ms. Pruitt invited the                
School Committee members to the professional development. Ms. Pruitt said the district            
held its first Senior Parade and it was wonderful seeing the seniors walk through the               
schools and the students along with teachers cheering for them. She said it was a               
wonderful event. 
 
School Committee’s Notes: 
Ms. O’Neill said that the Spring Concert was held on May 9th and had wonderful               
performances. She added that the Chorus was especially outstanding. Ms. O’Neill said            
that she attended the Monogram Awards Night and the Scholarship Awards.  
Ms. Durrance said that TEMPO distributed many awards. She added that the Human             
Rights Committee will be holding an “Active Bystander” training at Frothingham Hall on             
June 1st in partnership with the YMCA and that people can RSVP to             
humanrights@easton.ma.us if anyone would like to participate. 
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Ms. De Luca noted that graduation will be on Sunday, June 2nd. 
 
Executive Session RE: Pursuant to M.G.L. c. 30A, §21(a) 3 To Discuss Strategy             
with Respect to Collective Bargaining for the Easton Educators Association (Unit           
B and Paraprofessionals) and the Southeastern Public Employees Association         
(Secretarial/Clerical Unit, Food Service, and Custodian): 
Chair De Luca made a motion to enter into Executive Session and will return to Open                
Session for the purpose of discussing strategy with respect to collective bargaining for             
the Easton Educators Association (Unit B and Paraprofessionals) and the Southeastern           
Public Employees Association (Secretarial / Clerical Unit, Food Service Unit, and           
Custodian Unit) and stated that in her opinion having this discussion in public would be               
detrimental to the School Committee’s bargaining position. Ms. Starr seconded the           
motion, with a roll call vote of 4-0, the Committee entered into Executive Session at               
10:28 p.m. 
 
Return to Open Session: 
On a motion by Chair De Luca, seconded by Ms. Durrance, with a roll call vote of 4-0,                  
the Committee returned to Open Session at 10:40 p.m. 
 
Vote to Accept the Food Service, Paraprofessional, and Secretarial/Clerical         
Contracts: 
On a motion by Ms. Starr, seconded by Ms. O’Neill, with a 4-0 vote, the Committee                
accepted the Food Service contract. 
 
On a motion by Ms. Durrance, seconded by Ms. Starr, with a 4-0 vote, the Committee                
accepted the Paraprofessional contract pending ratification by the Union. 
 
On a motion by Ms. O’Neill, seconded by Ms. Durrance, with a 4-0 vote, the Committee                
accepted the Secretarial/Clerical contract.  
 
Adjournment: 
On a motion by Ms. Starr, seconded by Ms. Durrance, with a roll call vote of 4-0, the                  
Committee adjourned at 10:42 p.m. 
 
 
Minutes Recorded by,  
Lynn Souza 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
 

 
Lisha Cabral 
Secretary  

 
 

8 


