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EASTON PUBLIC SCHOOLS 
EASTON, MA 

 
EASTON SCHOOL COMMITTEE WORKSHOP MINUTES 

Monday, March 9, 2020 
 

Minutes of the School Committee Meeting, March 9, 2020, 50 Oliver Street, Upstairs             
Conference Room, convened at 5:30 p.m. Present: Nancy De Luca, Jacqueline           
Weisman, Caroline O’Neill, Michelle Durrance and Jennifer Starr. 
 
Also in Attendance: 
Dr. Lisha Cabral, Superintendent 
 
Call Meeting to Order: 
Chair De Luca called the meeting to order at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Discussion to Establish Criteria on Naming the New Elementary School: 
Ms.Weisman distributed a handout listing criteria she had collected from other districts.  
Chair De Luca said ten names have been submitted for consideration. 
The Committee reviewed the document Ms. Weisman distributed and some changes           
were made.  Ms. Weisman read the final version: 
Criteria Used to Name the New Easton Early Elementary School 
Naming a school requires a high standard; one that is above and beyond naming a 
street or another type of public building.  We want our students to be proud to identify 
themselves as a student at the school.  A school name is an important part of a child’s 
identity and that connection stays with them for years, if not decades. 
The school name should: 

● be meaningful to the community and reflect its values;  
● instill inspiration in the students; 
● represent local history;  
● stand the test of time;  
● be apolitical in nature; 
● be equally relevant for all three current early elementary schools; and 
● represent diversity and equity when possible. 

In addition, consideration should be given to possible nicknames, acronyms and 
translation into other languages.  
If based on an individual the following additional criteria should be considered:  

● The individual played a critical role or contributed to society in ways that 
supported the success and well-being of the individuals who live in Easton, the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts or the United States, now and in the future. 
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● The individual’s “principal legacy” (i.e. the key activity, advocacy or 
accomplishment for which the individual is most known) aligns with or reflects the 
EPS core values. 

● The individual has been deceased for five or more years. 
● Proposed names should avoid duplicating names of other schools or 

organizations in the region to prevent possible confusion with those entities. 
The Committee reviewed the list of naming submissions and narrowed down to the 
following considerations: 

● Blanche A. Ames 
● Sarah L. Gallahue 
● Easton Elementary  
● DJ Henry Elementary 
● Easton’s Spark Elementary 

The Committee will discuss the criteria and how it relates to each submission at the next 
School Committee meeting on March 12, 2020.  
 
Adjournment 
On a motion by Ms. Starr, seconded by Ms. Durrance, with a 5-0 vote, the Committee                
adjourned at  6:25  p.m. 
 
 
Minutes Recorded by, 
 
Lynn Souza 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Lisha Cabral 
Secretary  
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